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BIS FLAGS OFF AN ADVENTURE RALLY TO LEH

Bureau of Indian Standards today flagged off an adventure rally to Leh with an objective to sensitize
people about its soon to be launched Standards on Pashmina products. The BIS caravan left the
headquarters, once the Honorable Member of Parliament of Ladakh region, Shri Jamyang Tsering
Namgyal in the august presence of Director General, BIS, Smt, Surina Rajan flagged off the rally.

BIS has developed an Indian Standard on the test method for identification of Pashmina product that
will be implemented through the BIS Conformity Assessment Schemes. BISis also developing the
use of Artificial Intelligence called Active Element Signature Technology to determine the purity of
Pashmina products.The identification, marking and labelling of Pashmina products under Pashmina
Standards will be launched on 2" of August 2019 in Leh.

The Honorable Member of Parliament commended the efforts of BIS in bringing Standards to the
Pashmina industry and said that the people of Ladakh are honored and pleased to see the hard work
done in this direction. He said, Pashmina is a gift to the world and people must know where it comes
from and what goes into producing one of the finest fibre. The nomadic communities will get a
significant boost with the introduction of Standards in the industry that will also curb the rampant
marketing of fake Pashmina products.

Speaking on the occasion, Smt. Surina Rajan, DG, BIS said that the need to identify the specific
issues of Pashmina, Carpet and Handloom Products can be addressed through standardization and
conformity assessment of BIS which will result in improving the economic status of workers and
artisans. She said, the standards on Pashmina will also protect the interests of consumers when
buying this premium product.

The adventure rally is a precursor event for the launch of Standards on Pashmina and the motive
behind this initiative is to create awareness among the people about Pashmina and how the industry
requires significant push in order to revive the social and economic status of breeders and growers of
Pashmina in Ladakh.

The BIS headquarters rumbled with engines soaring this morning which included more than twenty
bikes, SUVs and a service truck that is on its way to the origin of pure Pashmina. The rally will pass
through Changthang, Tso-Morari, Pangong Tso, Nubra Valley, and Khardungla Pass. It will also go
to Batalik Border, Kargil & Suru Valley as well. The rally will meet the Changpas, a nomadic race in
Changthang sub division of Leh, Ladakh and Zanskar valley of Kargil to understand and document
the entire process of Pashmina industry knowing the fact that Pashmina goats in Ladakh produces the
finest quality of raw Pashmina fibre in the world.
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