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URGENT IMPLEMENTATION OF REVISED NATIONAL BUILDING CODE URGED

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS) jointly with the Institution of Engineers (India),
Udaipur Local Centre and the College of Engineering & Technology, MPUAT, Udaipur is
organizing a two-day National Workshop on "National Building Code of India 2016" in Udaipur.
The workshop is aimed to sensitize the state authorities, all local bodies, builders, developers and
building professionals for urgent implementation of the revised National Building Code of India
2016 (NBC 2016) to ensure that large number of buildings being constructed in the country are
functionally efficient, disaster resistant and sustainable.

Inaugurating the workshop, Vice-Chancellor, Maharana Pratap University of Agriculture
and Technology (MPUAT), Udaipur, Dr U. S. Sharma said that NBC 2016 incorporates
comprehensive administrative and technical provisions which can be readily adopted by the local
bodies to suitably revise and revamp their building bye-laws. BIS after extensive work for two
years through its 22 expert Panels involving around 1,000 experts, has brought out the new state-
of-the-art National Building Code in two volumes, totaling 33 chapters. He emphasized that,
apart from implementation of the Code by various authorities and professionals, all academic
institutions imparting technical education in architecture and engineering should utilize it as part
of the curriculum so that future architects and engineers are well-trained about the provisions of
NBC in advance to help them serve effectively in the field during their professional life. Shri
Sanjay Pant, Director, BIS in his key note address mentioned that, with its vast coverage on
accessibility, low income housing, rural and hill area development planning, structural safety of
buildings in regions prone to natural disasters, environmental sustainability, the NBC 2016 is of
great socio-economic relevance including for Accessible India Campaign of the Government
of India. The provisions on use of new & innovative materials and technologies and on
prefabricated construction techniques can give fillip to speedier construction to meet the
objectives of Housing for All by 2022 as envisaged by the Government of India. The provision
on information and communication enabled buildings will facilitate implementation of the vision
areas of Digital India Campaign. The Code also contains administrative aspects prescribing
norms for time bound building approval, based on integrated approval process from all
concerned agencies through single window clearance approach and adopting online process,
thereby promoting Ease of Doing Business. He further said that it is a matter of great
satisfaction that state-of-the art revision of some of the important earthquake codes has been
successfully accomplished recently, and the same have also been duly absorbed in NBC 2016.
By encompassing latest provision on safety against such natural and man-made disasters like
fire, the Code gives special thrust to Disaster Mitigation.

In the workshop, a series of technical presentations are being made by various experts
and professionals from across the country. The workshop urged the local building regulatory
authorities to urgently implement the NBC 2016 by revising and revamping their building bye-
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laws, and exhorted the builders and developers to copiously follow its provisions in their
construction programmes keeping the interest of the common buyers as supreme.

Around 250 delegates representing various stakeholder interests such as, regulatory
authorities, local bodies, Government Construction Departments, builders, developers, building
professionals and consultants, building material manufacturers, and faculty and students from
academic institutions are participating in the event.
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